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1876. Those who approved of the Crimean War were
especially bound to remember that the Treaty of
Paris made not Russia but collective Europe re-
sponsible for that "integrity and independence^of
the Ottoman Empire " which had enabled Turkish*
officers to rob, murder, torture, and ravish in
Bulgaria. What then was to be done? Mr.
Gladstone indicated that which in his eyes was
the proper course. "An old servant of the Crown
and State, I entreat my countrymen, upon whom
far more than perhaps any other people of Europe
it depends, to require and to insist that our Govern-
ment, which has been working in one direction, shall
work in the other, and shall apply all its vigour to
concur with the other States of Europe in obtaining
the extinction of the Turkish executive power in
Bulgaria. Let the Turks now carry away their
abuses in the only possible manner, namely, by
carrying off themselves. Their Zaptiehs and their
Mudirs, their Bimbashis and their lruzbashis, their
Kaimakams and their Pashas, one and all, bag and
baggage, shall, I hope, clear out from the province
they have desolated and profaned." The effect
of this pamphlet was prodigious, and the feeling
against Turkey rose to a height which it never
reached before or since. Although Mr. Gladstone
did not propose to expel the Turks from Europe,
and the context makes it plain that he was speak-
ing only of Bulgaria, it was equally cle^timt he^,
did propose European intervention, and tnat Se
meant diplomacy to be backed by force. He was
not for peace at any price, like "Lord Derby and
Mr. Bright. He was for prompt and immediate
action, not alone, but in alliance with the other
civilised Powers of Europe. Having once taken
up the question, Mr, Gladstone did not for a
moment let it drop. Three days after his pamphlet

*.     appeared he addressed his constituents at Black-